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Crafts, professions of excellence

Filigree

Related professional —= ARLINDO MOURA
Workshop: Production of Filigree

The filigree dates to the third millennium BC, and there are pieces that are
more than 2,000 years old and were discovered in Iraq and Syria. However,
filigree only became popular during the Greek and Roman Empires - it was
the Romans who invented the word. Filigree also reached India and the
Middle East (e.g. China), where it was used to decorate pieces such as
sculptures, plates and boxes. Over time, the techniques evolved and,
although there are still some similarities, the current pieces are very different.

Filigree arrived in the Iberian Peninsula by the Romans, but it was the Arabs
who brought new patterns and helped to transform the filigree that was made
in Portugal and Spain and that differs from the rest of the world. This is one
of the oldest techniques of goldsmithing in the world, consisting of
ornamental work with very tiny threads and metal balls of gold, silver or other
precious and semi-precious metals.

Figure 1  Original

pieces made by the . . . . . .
interviewed filigranists Countries like Portugal and Spain have a strong tradition in this type of

jewellery, where the pieces look like very elaborate tracery. In the North of
Portugal, especially in the cities of Gondomar and P6voa de Lanhoso, there is a strong tradition
linked to the manufacture of filigree. These two municipalities developed a quality certification,
with the “Filigrana de Portugal” seal, to attest to the pieces that are made in a traditional way.
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Figure 2 Original pieces made by the interviewed filigranists.
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What are the skills and expertise of professionals in this
profession?

In general, some courses for filigranists are emerging, promoted by entities related to jewellery
and watchmaking. However, the training’ offer is scarce. It is important to take these training
courses in recognized entities that have a large technical component, as it is essential to practice
and gain experience to work effectively with filigree.

It is also important to take into consideration that there is some key knowledge that it would be
important to have previously before starting to get deeply engaged in the profession related with
Filigree. From a general overview on available trainings in Filigree and their content, objectives,
and expected outcomes, it is possible to conclude that it is important that a person who wants to
invest his/her professional role as a creator of Filigree has a consistent knowledge on several
technical skills as: preparation of the metal alloy for fusing; metal/silver lamination; weld; inlay.

Some materials used for filigree

Filigree jewellery in silver and gold. However, depending on the pieces or collections, another
material may be used, such as cork.

filigranist interviewed.

Figure 3 Different original gold and silver pieces
made by the interviewed filigranist.

Gold almost always goes through a casting process of old pieces; therefore, most of the gold
circulating in the market is reused and, therefore, the gold market is a market very much based
on the circular economy, on reuse. Little of the gold used today is mined as an ore.

Although common tools are used, most tools are adapted to filigree. For example, ordinary pliers
must be adjusted, and the tips filed down to become thinner and allow for filigree work.
Customized tools allow you to create different parts because no one else has the same type of
tools. Then there are also parts such as the drawing machine (to pull the wire) or the rolling mill
that also allows the gold to be worked after it has been melted. These last two instruments were
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manual — pulled by a crank — but are currently electric, so they require much less physical effort
to use.
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Figure 5 Laminator and wiredrawer of the interviewed
filigranist.

What markets are related to this profession?

Customers who want personalized pieces of Jewlery, tourists or other customers who go to the
workshop or stores to buy the pieces. Or even customers who buy online.

It is possible that artisans who dedicate their profession to Filigree can collaborate not only with
goldsmith and jewellery production factories, but also manage to find employment in the retail
trade that is dedicated to the sale of clothing but also jewellery. Filigree craftsmen can also
associate themselves with souvenir shops where you can find things typical of each region, and
with the sale of optical items, where the frames are decorated with filigree.
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Jewellery repair shops, as well as wholesale jewellery, watches and jewellery are other examples
of places where filigree craftsmen can work.

Fashion and accessories. Filigree is mainly desired as a fashion accessory. Arlindo recently
made a filigree dress with a renowned designer who represented the country at Expo Dubai —
Micaela Oliveira.

Art and Cultural Heritage. Pieces are frequently commissioned to represent the art and culture
of filigree, as art that represents the country and the city of Gondomar.

Where to learn the profession in Portugal

The profession linked to the manufacture of Filigree is a profession with specific skills and scope.
Craftsmen linked to filigree may work in factories or workshops to produce gold and jewellery and
similar artefacts.

For those who want to follow the methods of artisanal filigree, there are still some important
workshops, for example, in the northern region of Portugal, where tradition still reigns in family-
oriented businesses and small-scale production.

Alguimia Lab - https://www.alguimia-lab.com/workshops-formacao-pontual.html (workshop about
Filigrana)

Formagéo Profissional — CINDOR - https://www.cindor.pt/formacao-profissional (Professional
Training Center for the Jewelery and Watchmaking Industry)
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