
Crafts, professions of excellence
WOOD CRAFTS AND BASKETRY

Related professional – Paulina Adamska
Workshop: Serfenta Association

Wicker / basketry is one of the oldest crafts made by man. In Polish conditions, wild wicker was
an easily available raw material, cities such as Rudnik nad Sanem and Nowy Tomyśl nad Odrą
were particularly accessible. Initially, mainly baskets and containers were woven, but in the
second half of the 19th century, the technique began to be developed. Basketball champions
and their students began to grow up, and the skills were passed down from generation to
generation. In 2018, the tradition of wickerwork was entered on the National List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage under the name of "Weaving in Poland".

(Photo: Basketry by Serfenta Photo Karolina Jonderko)
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What are the skills and expertise of professionals in this
profession?

Competences that are required when performing the work of a basket maker/ plaiter include
accuracy, diligence, patience, perceptiveness, divisibility of attention, spatial imagination,
resistance to monotony at work, the ability to independently determine the time and pace of
work. Good eye-hand coordination is essential.

The basket maker makes products from wicker or other plaiting materials, sometimes he
combines them with construction elements made of metal, wood, plastics. Professional skills
include, among others the ability to organize the workplace, preparation of the material
(debarking, soaking, drying), appropriate selection of weaving strands, manual or mechanical
production of wicker tapes and wrapping them in places of connections.

(Photo : Paulina Adamska in workshop, Photo Anna Szwaja )
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What materials are used in this craft? Are they local materials
The most valued materials are those that are readily available and local. Due to its availability,
the most frequently used material in Polish basketry is wicker, i.e. young shoots of several
species of willows. Depending on the method of wicker processing, we are able to obtain
various types of shades. Other raw materials that are used include croissants, rattan, straw and
tree roots.

(Process of making a wicker tray, Photos : Karolina Jonderko )

What markets are related to this profession?

Basketry / plaiting is a profession that is well suited to many different markets. The most popular
option is the interior design and space arrangement market. The second popular market in
which plaiting finds itself today is the fashion market. Besides, due to the traditional nature of
this craft and rich tradition, it is ideally suited to the sector of conservation and restoration of
cultural heritage, and even construction.
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Where to learn this profession in Europe?

(During workshops in Serfenta Association studio, Photo: Rafał Soliński)

● Uniwersytet Ludowy Rzemiosła Artystycznego (The People's University of Arts and
Crafts)

https://www.uniwlud.pl/

two-year course of artistic craftsmanship

● Art Secondary School in Nałęczów

https://lpnaleczow.com/

a five-year art school with a basketry profile

● Training Institution: Polish Weaving
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entered in the Register of Training Institutions (RIS)

https://polskieplecionkarstwo.pl/

● SERFENTA Association - organizes workshops and training courses on basketry

Srebrna 1, Cieszyn

https://serfenta.pl/en/

Sources:

Macfarlane A., Martin G., Una storia invisibile. Come il vetro ha cambiato il mondo, Bari 2003;

Mariacher G., Il vetro europeo dal XV al XX secolo, Novara 1964;

Mariacher G., L’arte del vetro. Dall’antichità al Rinascimento, Milano 1966.
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https://www.vetropack.com/it/il-vetro/storia-del-vetro/

http://www.clayartistsofthesoutheast.com/traditional-and-modern-methods-of-glass-blowing

http://www.historyofglass.com/glass-history/glass-making/#:~:text=The%20Romans%20were%2
0the%20first,(AD%201096%2D1270)

The History of glassmaking: “Stained glass and glass work, an ancestral craft” (in French)

https://traces-memoire.luxembourg-belge.be/la-verrerie-artisanat-ardenne/

Glasswork, a project funded by Creative Europe : https://glass-works.org/en/

Video of amazing glassworks : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gadvVvIEEkc

Why is glass a sustainable material? Find more here and here.

If you want to know more about the Murano glass click here.
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