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Crafts, professions of excellence
POTTERY

Related professional — Miroslava Valentova
Workshop : Ceramic Miroslava Valentova

Pottery is one of the oldest crafts, the source of the very first potter's wheel is commonly
assumed to be Sumer in 3129 BC. Pottery kilns made of brick, insulated with clay and straw
were a creation of the ancient Egyptians. They were also the first to develop glazing ceramics,
adding a glossy, glass-like finish to their artworks.

Tupesy ceramics is a traditional folk art from the Czech Republic's Tupesy village, crafted by
hand on pottery wheels. Adorned with Moravian designs in five core colors (red, yellow, blue,
green, and brown), featuring a signature red rose motif inspired by Haban Pottery. Pottery in
Tupesy dates back to the 10th century, initially black and unglazed, but gained fame with
colorful majolica ceramics introduced by Jaroslav Urednicek later on.

Jaroslav Urednicek, despite coming from a family of potters, pursued engineering. However, he
frequently changed jobs until 1909 when he bought a brickyard in Tupesy. Initially, he focused
on brick production but soon developed an interest in ceramics. In 1914, he took a pottery
course in Hodonin, emphasizing jug making to revive traditional majolica ceramics in Moravian
Slovakia (Slovacko). Urednicek was particularly drawn to Haban Ceramics, originally from
Germany and ltaly (1534-1685), which he enhanced with red color and the iconic red rose motif,
now synonymous with Tupesy Ceramics. Following his course, Jaroslav Urednicek established
his inaugural workshop, christening it "The First Moravian-Slovakian Ceramics of Jaroslav
Urednicek." Initially, he faced challenges, as he lacked enthusiasm for the pottery wheel,
resulting in fragile pieces. His attempts at glaze making also yielded pale results after firing.

However, his perseverance and dedication paid off swiftly. In time, he mastered the techniques,
becoming adept at both glaze and color preparation. He even enlisted most of his 22 children in
the family enterprise.
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Source: Trip to the ceramics museum in Tupesy
https://chilliandchocolate.cz/cs/cs/trip-to-the-ceramics-museum-in-tupesy/

His sons crafted the base pottery, which required drying for four to seven days before entering
the kiln, reaching temperatures of approximately 1652-1742°F. After a two-day firing, the girls
took over, covering the pottery in glaze and painting it in a specific sequence: yellow, blue,
contoured with black, leaving red for last, followed by a transparent green layer. The colors,
initially gray, transformed into vibrant hues during the second firing.

The clay used was sourced from a nearby location owned by the family, with an annual
consumption of approximately 50 kg. High-quality colors were imported from Germany since
local options didn't meet their standards.

Today, the legacy of Tupesy Ceramics endures, upheld by several family enterprises preserving
their ancestral heritage. Additionally, a Tupesy museum stands proudly within the village,
offering a comprehensive exploration of the history and customs surrounding this ceramic art.

What are the skills and expertise of professionals in this
profession?
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You learn a profession your whole life, you don't learn everything in three years of study, to get
to the stage where you're doing service and you have to have all the plates and cups exactly the
same and it's spun by hand, so you have to have practice.

Which materials are used in this craft?

Pottery clay, white glaze, colours: blue, green, yellow, brown contour and red, sometimes violet.
What specific tools are used in the craft?

| do not.
What markets are related to this profession?

Ceramics professionals operate in various markets, including art and craft markets where they
sell artistic pottery, home decor for items like vases and sculptures, tableware and kitchenware
production, and the architecture and interior design sector, where ceramic tiles are prevalent.

Describe how the craft is involved in the markets offered above.

In art and craft markets, they showcase their expertise by crafting and selling artistic pottery,
with each piece reflecting their unique style and skill. In the home decor market, ceramics
professionals create captivating vases and sculptures, merging function with aesthetics to
enhance living spaces. Their mastery is evident in the production of tableware and kitchenware,
where they balance form and function, delivering both practicality and visual appeal. Within the
architecture and interior design sector, these artisans contribute significantly by producing
durable and aesthetically pleasing ceramic tiles, crucial elements in creating visually appealing
and functional spaces.

What other sectors are these crafts linked to or can work with?

The craft of ceramics extends its versatility and potential into various sectors, including
healthcare, fashion, energy technology, agriculture, entertainment, automotive, science, food,
education, public art, eco-friendly products, heritage preservation, and sports, offering
opportunities for creativity and innovation across these diverse fields.
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MUZEUM
TUPESKE KERAMIKY

Source: Muzeum Tupeské keramiKy https.//www.muzeumkeramiky.cz

Is there a formal education available to teach this craft in Czech Republic?
Academy of Arts, Architecture, and Design in Prague (UMPRUM) - https://www.umprum.cz/en/

Faculty of Art and Design at Jan Evangelista Purkyné& University in Usti nad Labem -
https://fud.ujep.cz/en/departments/ceramic-design/

University of West Bohemia -
https://www.zcu.cz/en/Admission/Study-fields/index.html?FieldNumber=N0212A310010S03&Fo
rmOfStudy=P&TypeOfStudy=N&Specialization=3

Vysoka $kola chemicko-technologicka v Praze, Ustav skla a keramiky - https://sil.vscht.cz

Stfedni uméleckoprimyslova Skola keramicka a sklarska Karlovy Vary - https://supskv.cz

There is a Guild of pottery makers of the Czech Republic:
https://askpcr.cz/en/board-of-association
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